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be possible to continue the system which for the last
ten years I have carried out, and it is very probable
that the Egyptian question, in perhaps an objectionable
form, may be prematurely thrust upon us. If, however,
we once give the Khedive a lesson, it is probable that no
further troubles will arise.

The Khedive kept his promise not to publish
the official gazette nominating the new Ministers
until I had had time to communicate with London,
but they were allowed to go to their respective
offices. I responded by directing the superior
British officials not to recognise the Ministers
until they received permission from me to do so.
This measure caused great indignation amongst
the friends and supporters of the Khedive.

On the 16th a Cabinet Council was held in
London, with the result that the following tele-
gram was sent to me :

Her Majesty's Government expect to be consulted
in such important matters as a change of Ministers. No
change appears to be at present either necessary or
peremptory. We cannot, therefore, sanction the pro-
posed nomination of Fakhry Pasha.

I was authorised to communicate this message
to the Khedive and at the same time I was in-
structed not to take any further steps without
again referring to London.

I saw the Khedive early on the morning of the
17th, $nd reported my interview to Lord Rosebery
in the following terms :